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The AM-428 ee A Pleasing Picture on the Astoria Skyline 


The sun was warm and the sky bright and clear for the departure 
of AM 428, USS Dash, from the Lewis and Clark yard on Friday, 
May 15. She was moved that afternoon to Port Docks to complete 
preliminary machinery and equipment tests, and on Saturday, May 


16, went to Tongue Point for drydocking. 


During drydocking, the bottom was examined and underwater in- 
stallations completed. Since that time, the Dash has been under- 
going further builders’ trials. She will be unable to return to the 
yard because of the need for greater space and deeper water than 


the river provides near the yard. 


Now at Pier 3 at Port Docks, the ship is being outfitted and com- 


pleted. All special gear is being tested. Much of her equipment is 








GEN 


experimental and will require special tests. 


AMCCO is lead yard in the nation for the AM program. Ahead in 
the TypeI machinery class, it is also ahead of Luders Marine Con- 
struction Company of Stamford, Connecticut, who lead for the Type 


II group. 


Navy acceptance trials will soon be held, both in the river and at 
sea. The Navy Board of Inspection and Survey for the west coast 
section will be here from San Francisco, as well as representatives 


from the Bureau of Ships. 


The commissioning date has not yet been named, but will prob- 


ably be sometime during the summer months. 


For additional stories about the crew and the ship, see page 5. 
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NEW WELDING SYSTEM 
SPEEDS PRODUCTION 


By Tom Mattson 


Heliarc process welding isa new and dif- 
ferent method with an electric arc in which 
the welding action is shielded by an inert 
gas, usually argon. This system is one of 
the most important cogs in the wheel of 
progress at AMCCO, when it comes to fin- 
ishing the new minesweepers ahead of all 
the rest of the yards in the nation. 


Just a little over a year ago, the officials 
of AMCCO foresaw the problem of welding 
all the numerous non-magnetic metals re- 
quired in building these super-modern 


ships, anddecided toturn to Heliarc to solve 
the problem, with Cliff Wilson, an AMCCO 
welder from Tongue Point operations, as 
pioneer in it with one portable Heliarc unit. 





Cliff Wilson...is our veteran Heliarc welder. He 
has been at AMCCO two and a half years, is 


married, has two daughters and owns a brand new 
house in Fern Hill. 








It proved so satisfactory that we doubled 
our equipment in a short time, but this 
wasn't enough to keep up with the progress. 
As aresult, the company purchased the very 
latest model automatic Heliarc, a Sigma Arc 
Welder. 


This pride and joy of the shop canturn out 
welding at the rate of 8 to 1 compared to 
manual welding. Itcan take care of any met- 
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LOST TIME ACCIDENTS 
MAY 
Lewis & Clark Yard -6 Tongue Point - 2 


Frederick Thompson - L & C Machinist 
Specialist -- Lacerated left 3rd finger. Lost 
3 days. This accident cost Fred $27.06. 


Arthur Charlton - L & C Shipwright Lead- 
man -- Hernia. Lost 15 days this month, 
will lose approximately a total of 6 weeks. 
Loss in actual cash to Art may possibly 
total $366.00. 


Dennis O'Connor - L &C Painter -- Sliver 
in back of right hand. Lost 1 day. Cost: 
$12.20. 


Robert K. Brown-L & CShipwright Appr. -- 
Cellulitis of right knee. Lost 5 days, which 
cost him $24.31. 


Charles Thompson -L & C Fastener -- Low- 
er back injury. Lost 5 days. Cost: $41.70. 


DuWayne Schaeffer - T. P. Machinist -- Mus- 
cle strain, left wrist, left hip. Lost 5 days. 
Cost: $86.00. 


Clayton McNeil - T. P. Sandblaster -- Strain- 
ed left shoulder. Lost 3 days. Cost: $51.60. 


Percy Peterson-L&C Electrician -- Twist- 
ed right knee. Lost 1 day. Cost: $9.70. 


Jim Black... Sigma 
Arc. specialist, has 
worked at Hanford 
as foreman and in- 
spector, and has made 
a thorough study of 
automatic Heliarc ma- 
chines. Jim has 
specialized in high 
work and has assisted 
in construction of 
several radio towers 
throughout the count- 
ry. The last was 
KVAS tower in Astoria. 
Jim is married and 
lives in Seaside. 


al from mild steel throughall the rest of the 
non-magnetic metals, also aluminum, in any 
position. 

We have under construction a portable 
Heliarc unit, strictly for cutting and burn- 
ing, and after this is completed we can 
proudly say no job is too big or too small 
as far as welding is concerned. 

In addition to the Heliarc team pictured, 
Bob Nordin does Heliarc welding on the 
swing shift. The entire welding crew, in- 


cluding shipfitters and helpers, numbers 
around 35 men. 












Henry Ouchida...Henry is our Heliarc welder 
helper first class. He has everything under con- 


trol at all times, has been with AMCCO a year 
and a half. 
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MY ACHING BACK 


By Pete Miller 


Our accident pattern is running true to 
form, in cycles. Back injuries and hernia 


are in season. 


Of allthe injuries that can happen toa man 
a back injury is the most painful and the 
most lasting of all. Once a back is injured, 
it is always a weak spot. 


Maybe a little discussion on the mechan- 
ics of the human spine might be helpful in 
preventing future injuries. Inthe first place, 
man was not designed to walk in an upright 
position, or to lift, or to carry loads while 
standing only on his two hind feet. We have 
been doing it for thousands of years, but not 
too successfully. 


We might compare our spinal column to 
a stack of children's building blocks. It is 
easy tosee that this stack cansupport more 
weight when it is perpendicular than it can 
when it is tipped or twisted. Your spinal 
column can't collapse or fall over, so some- 
thing has to compress or stretch or move 
out of place, and I know from experience 
that it is both painful and expensive. 


We have tolearn tolive and work with our 
physical faults. We can try to prevent back 
injuries by learning to lift with our legs. 
And don't be ashamed to ask for help when 
you need it. I might add in closing -- 
always keep your stack straight. 


SAFETY SUN GLASSES 
WILL PROTECT YOUR EYES 


With summer here and vacation plans 
underway, it's time to think about sun glas- 
ses to avoidthe glare and harm of too much 
light. The American Optical company offers 
safety sun glasses as well as the regular 
safety glasses. 


These may be ordered in the same way. 
Forms may be obtained from Nurse Robbie 
Tenny and taken to your own optometrist for 
the prescription. These will then be sent 
to American Optical by Robbie and delivery 
will be made in approximately two weeks. 


The company discount makes safety sun 
glasses a real bargain and double value 
with both sun protection and safety features. 


To date, nearly 60 pairs of safety glasses 
have been purchased by yard employees. 
They're areal insurance against eye injury 
in any department. Without safety glasses, 
eyes are subjected to many dangers. 


During May alone, six men went to the 
doctor with eye injury, from such varied 
causes as scraping glue, grinding and chip- 
ping. In all six cases, safety glasses would 
very likely have prevented damage. Other 
men received attention inthe nurse's office 
for less severe accidents. These too could 
have been avoided and valuable time saved, 
if safety glasses had been worn. 


It's none too soon to order yours, for 
safety's sake. 
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AM-428 TO HAVE LARGE CREW 

















The AM-428 will be manned by a crew of 
about 70 officers and enlisted men. She will 
be commanded by Lcdr.L. R. Giamoti. Ex- 
ecutive officer willbe Lt. Douglas Johnston, 
ordnance officer for Columbia River Group 
at Tongue Point. Lt. Johnston has been in 
San Diego for special training. 


Social Netes... 


Fred and Thelma Palo celebrated their 
29th wedding anniversary last month. They 
were married May 10, 1924 in Vancouver, 
Washington. Fred is a painter. 





AMCCO's office girls from both Lewis 
and Clark yard and Port Docks enjoyed din- 
ner together at Astoria Golf and Country 
Club Wednesday evening, June 3. They 
were serveda choice of turkey, fried chicken 
or swiss steak. 





Special event of the evening was presen- 
tation of a picnic basket to Betty Christen- 
sen, L &C stenographer, who left AMCCO 
on Friday, June 5. 


NEW ARRIVALS AT AMCCO 


Maytime was babytime for AMCCO. First 
arrival was Gregory Alan, born May 9 to 
Art and Ardith Filliger. Gregory weighed 
6 pounds, 11 ounces. He has light hair and 
hazel eyes. Art is assistant timekeeper at 
Lewis and Clark. 


Brian Arthur Dailey was born Friday, 
May 15. He is the son of Jack and Betty 
Dailey, and weighed 7 pounds, 11 ounces. 
Betty was stenographer in the engineering 
department until the end of March. Jack is 
in the Coast Guard. 


John and Doris Omundson are new parents, 
too, of Kathleen Marie, born May 18. She 
weighed 7 pounds, 2-3/4 ounces. John is an 
apprentice shipwright. Grandfather is John 
Omundson, supervisor of hull construction. 


On hand now are the following crew 
members, as pictured, Front row, left 
to right, Rauch, damage control; Lt. 
(jg) Foster, engineering officer; Baker, 
electrician; Varner, engineman; Myers, 
interior Communications. 


Back row, left to right, Cohen, boat- 
Swain mate; McAndrews, pipefitter; 
Hoffman, seaman; Van Camp, boiler 
tender; Wywias, seaman; and Adams, 
seaman. 


The remaining members of the crew are 
scheduled to arrive before preliminary 
acceptance trials. 


Lt. (jg) Jewett E. 
Foster, engineering 
officer for AM-428, is 
senior officer for the 


ship at present. 


AMCCO HOLDS SCHOOL 
POSTER CONTEST 


A poster contest was sponsoredby AMCCO 
in observance of Armed Forces day May 16. 
Contest participants included students of 
Astoria high school, grade schools and Star 
of the Sea school. Winners were announced 
May 14. 


Sonia Hobson, Astoria High, 2153 Lief 
Erickson Drive, won first prize in the high 
school division. Second went to Nancy 
Roberts, Astoria High, of 2 Halsey Road. 
Howard Ganding, Astoria High, received 
honorable mention. 


Best poster in the grade school division 
was entered by Charles Ekvall, John Jacob 
Astor school, whose home is at Tongue 
Point. Marian Hauke, also of John Jacob 
Astor, 1635 Grand Avenue, was awarded 
second place. Honorable mention went to 
Diane Peterson of Lewis and Clark School. 


Mrs. John Keatley was one of the contest 
judges. The prizes were awarded by Joe 
Dyer at the Armed Forces day program at 
Tongue Point Naval Station May 16. 


NEW TENANTS IN TIME SHACK 


The time shack was turned into an apart- 
ment house last month. A young married 
couple moved into the second story, started 
up housekeeping and already have a family. 


Several small voices have been heard the 
last few days. Timekeeper Ray Sippola 
promises to report the number of depend- 
encies as soon as it's possible to take a 
census. 





AM-428 has 
comfortable quarters 


AMCCO's first AM minesweeper is near- 
ing completion, and much of the final work 
involves installation of compartment furni- 
ture. In the accompanying photograph is a 
view of the captain's state room, one of the 
most nearly completed rooms aboard the 
AM-428 at thetime the photo was taken. Ap- 
pointments, such as bunks, desks, shelves, 
willbe similar inthe various compartments. 


HENDRICKSON TAKES TRIP 
TO FINLAND 





Carl Hendrickson, of the painting depart- 
ment, left New York by plane June 10 to fly 
to Finland for a summer visit. Carl came 
to the United States from Finland in 1910. 
He and his wife Alma have three daughters 
and one son. Their 38th anniversary was 
June 15. 


THE SMALL 
AMOUNT YOU 


DIVIDENDS IN 
A FEW 


YOU DONT SEE IT, . 
T Los 


F »> 
YOU DONT SPEND | seat ; 
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... Archie Backanen . . . and Arling 
Fitzgerald. Archie has been back at 
the yard since July, 1951, was here 
before during the war years 1942-1945. 
He’s a shipwright leadman. Before he 
came to AMCCO in 1942, he spent 11 
years with Pillsbury flour mill. Archie 
and his wife have two daughters, 15- 


In his spare time Archie enjoys doing 
cabinet work. 

...Arling, on the right, has been here 
a little more than a year. He was a 
carpenter with Burgess Construction 
company from 1946 to 1952, and is a 
shipwright now. Before, he was with 
the Army in the South Pacific, The 
Fitzgerald’s have one child, Grady, 
who is ll years old. Hunting and fish- 
ing are Arling’s hobbies. 


In the photo, Archie and Arling 
are working on an ammunition locker 


foundation for AM-480. 


. Oswald Niemi ... 


wright here in 1944 and 1945. He 


was a ship- 


returned last year after service in the 


Navy from 1945 to 1947, and five 


years of being self-employed. He 
and his wife like to travel. In the 
picture, Oswald is shown installing 


furniture on one of the ships. 


... Jim Olney... yard electrician, has been around 
aq since January, 1952. He used to do general con- 
tracting with M. E. Olney and Sons in Warrenton. 
During the war he was with the Navy in the South 
Pacific. From July, 1950 to December, 1951, he 
was Stationed at Tongue Point. A single man, Jim 
likes to garden and do woodworking, Here, he is 


operating the compound press in the electric shop. 










ras Se 
with AMCCO “ty 


months. Jim was in the Navy before coming to the 


... Jim Robinett... electrician 
yard, He’s working at Port Docks now on AM 428. 
He and Mrs. Robinett have three children, Clifton, 
6, Victoria, 4 and Valorie, 2. Jim likes to tinker 
with cars. On Sundays he teaches a Sunday school 
class at Gearhart. He also belongs to the Gearhart 


Fire Department. Jim’s repairing a drill in the photo. 


year-old Rosalie and 17-year-old Jeanette. 


GUEST EDITORIAL 


By Pete Miller 


I don't like tosound or act like a preacher 
but every so often I get an urge to kind of 
speak my mind. Couldn't help but overhear 
some of the boys talking about the mine- 
sweeps, the other day, and they didn't sound 
too complimentary about the whole thing. 
They didn't like any part of them, the qual- 
ity, the size or even why they were being 
built. I'd like to try to answer them. 


Ever since prehistoric man found out that 
he could float ona piece of drift wood, he 
has been building boatsandships. And since 
then there have been people who spend most 
of their adult life working on and building 
boats. It doesn't make any difference to 
them if they're man-of-war or tugs or just 
skiffs -- it's just the same to them, just so 
they float. 


I don't think that anybody can be so hard 
boiled or so callous that he hasn't a little 
pride when a ship slides into the water, or 
when it's outfitted, and it moves out to the 
river. 


A lot of us here feel quite a lot of pride 
in any vessel we work on. I think that if the 
truth were really known, a little bit of most 
of us goes down the ways and out tosea with 
all of them. 


And if it's hard to understand why these 
ships are being built, I can answer that after 
a fashion, too. They are being built to help 
preserve the cause of freedom inthe rest of 
the free world. It shouldn't be hard to de- 
fine freedom this close to Decoration day. 


Freedom is a man ata lathe ora desk 
doing the work he likes to do and speaking 
his mind, It's a man working in his garden 
or on his car, and swapping talk across the 
fence withhis neighbor --the unafraid faces 
of kids looking out of a car window -- aman 
saying "Howdy, stranger" without looking 
over his shoulder --the air you breathe and 
the sweat you sweat. 


It's you and 150,000,000 like you daring 
someone to try and change your way of liv- 
ing. That might be why these particular 
ships are being built. 


EMMA SELLS GETS 
SCHOLARSHIP 


Congratulations are due Shipwright Bill 
Sells, whose daughter, Emma Sue, was 
awarded a three-year nursing scholarship 
at recent Warrenton high school gradua- 
tion exercises. 


Emma Sue mayuse the scholarship in any 
accredited school of nursing in the state. 
It was presented by Mrs. Dorothy M. Hanson, 
RN, who represented the Oregon State 
Nurses Association, district No. 9 and the 
Clatsop County Medical auxiliary. Both 
groups sponsored the scholarship. 


It was given to Emma Sue for her scholas- 
tic ability, character and prospects for 
service in the future. 
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WAREHOUSE GROUP WORKS 


AROUND THE CLOCK 


The warehouse gang has a busy job! In 
addition to routine receiving and distribu- 
tion of general shipyard supplies, they're 
engaged in pre-commissioning outfitting for 
AM-428. 


Outfitting involves assembly and break- 
down by compartments and stowage of all 
Navy allowance and load list supplies and 
spare parts. Since construction first began, 
supplies have been arriving for the 428 al- 
lowance list. They've been stowed away for 
safe keeping at Pier 3 at Port Docks. Now, 
with the ship in its final phases of prepara- 
tion, supplies are being placed aboard. 


The gang is on aday and night plus week- 
end schedule at Pier 3. They must check in 
all material as it arrives, handle packing 
slips, prepare shortage lists and file stock 
record cards. Every item finds its speci- 
fied place according to class and number. 


During World War II, many ships were 
unable to report for service on time be- 
cause of shortages of allowance list mate- 
rial. A study was made by the Bureau of 
Ships and Bureau of Supplies and Accounts 
which resulted in a standardized fitting out 
procedure, followed today by outfitting crews 
throughout the country on ships of all sizes. 


Ensign Richard Luper is fitting out officer 
assigned to the Supervisor of Shipbuilding 
office at the Lewis and Clark yard. He is 
assisted by Lt. James Butterfield. 


The warehouse crew is directed by Joe 
Tursi and includes Cliff Magnuson, Phil 
D'Agostino, Dewey Dunn, and Arnold Toiven 
at Port Docks, with Dallas Schalk, Willard 
Larson, Louis Gundberg, Max Frink, Russ 
Bergeson and Al Larsh at the yard. 


Ron Campbell is civil service inspector 
for the outfitting program. 





ie. ee, ‘hd 
Ron Campbell... civil service inspector, has been 
in Astoria since the war. He used to be a camera- 


man for Technicolor pictures in Hollywood. Ron 
and his wife have one daughter. 
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Phil D’Agostino... Has been with the company about 
two years, is father of two daughters and one son, 
another planned. Phil is a musician, plays trumpet 
in local band. 





Dewey Dunn... another two-year man with AMCCO, 
is married and has one son. 





Cliff Magnuson...has two full-time jobs, one with 
AMCCO and the second on the dairy farm in Lewis 
and Clark area which he runs with his uncle. Cliff 
and his wife have two children. He was at Tongue 
Point before going to Port Docks. 





Arnold Toiven... at AMCCO a year and a half, was 
+n the furniture business before coming here. Arnold 
and his wife have one daughter. 





VACATION PLAN 


Summer, 1953, brings vacations, and a 
new vacation plan, in compliance with the 
present labor contract. Department heads 
have received lists of personnel who have 
or will have earned a vacation during the 
year. Beside each name is the date on 
which they originally went to work, the an- 
niversary of employment. 


Under the new schedule, vacations are to 
be arranged between employees and their 
supervisors. They will then receive checks 
for the amount due them under the contract 
onthe anniversary oftheir employment, re- 
gardless of when they took their vacations. 


For example, you were employed on Octo- 
ber 15 of last year. You will have a vaca- 
tion coming this year after that date. How- 
ever, you may take your vacation at any 
time agreed upon by you and your supervi- 
sor. You will receive no vacation money 
then, but sometime during the month follow- 
ing October 15 you will receive a check for 
the amount which you have earned. 


Vacation money will vary according to 
length of service. According tothe contract, 
it is based upon 2% of the amount of hours 
worked during the year times the straight 
time pay. The per cent increases in rela- 
tion to the number of years of employment, 
with vacation pay thus varying from one to 
two weeks on an average. 


LETTER OF APPRECIATION 


Mr. Joseph M. Dyer, President 
Astoria Marine Construction Company 
Lewis & Clark Yard 

Astoria, Oregon 


Dear Joe: 


Jack Hayes, our Civil Defense Director 
here in Astoria has called to my attention 
the very fine cooperation your group is giv- 
ing him in organizing civil defense units. 


Mr. Earl, who is in charge of your first 
aid group is certainly tobe commended also 
for his work in connection with Mr. Hayes 
in getting his group organized for the pro- 
tection of the community incase of disaster. 


To you and all the other officials my sin- 


cere 'thanks'. Sincerely, 


Peter G. Cosovich 
FIRST AID Mayor of Astoria 
First Aid Squad members met Monday, 
May 25, to practice splinting broken hips. 
They also practiced the new method of ar- 
tificial respiration, known as the Nielsen 
method. 


They later saw four safety and first aid 
films. Two of them, "Don't Drop Your 
Guard" and ''Partners in Production" con- 
cerned industrial safety. "Gentlemen of 
the Highway" portrayed safe driving meas- 
ures, and "Seconds Count" explained the 
Nielsen system. 

A light comedy, Bud Abbott and Lou Cos- 
tello in "High Flyers,"' was also shown. 


The evening's program concluded with 
refreshments. 
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6/12 Adolf Sankila 

6/13. Robert A. Stewart 
6/14 Charles J. Backman 
6/14 Thelma I. Christie 
6/16 Archie F. Backanen 
6/16 Clarence Barendse 
6/17 Earl R. Crisman 
6/18 Leo W. Utterback 
6/18 G. Edwin Larson 








6/20 George C. Sheahan Name Badge No. Occupation 
6/20 Robert L. Shoop Henry W. Tomberg 1834 Welder 
/ i i John A. Mills 435 Pipefitter’s Helper 
sh BIDS Odea inte 0 6/21 ; REO Darwin T. Patterson 1686 Welder 
6/1 Nathaniel T. Wright 6/21 Fred W. Schuricht Edwin E. Salminen 1552 Welder’s Helper 
Fredrick J. Sold 1553 Welder’s Helper 
6/2 Oscar W. Waltonen 6/21 Nellis E. Greer Dosier N. Everett 1551 Machinist 
4 Trygve Tetli 1668 Machinist 
6/3 Charles Meinzer 6/21 Gordon McGougan Paul W. Mills 533 Pipefitter’s Helper 
: Ray L. Helmick 795 Painter 
6/4 Joseph W. Bowlsby 6/22 Johan A. Suominen Hy ecae tire isk piecittien 
6/4 Marjorie W. Flatau 6/22 Uno Swensk C. J. R. Evans 380 Assistant Timekeeper 
William Steinwandt 1517 Welder’s Helper 
6/4 Chester Cusick 6/22 Deauard M. Swindler Leonard H. Karjalainenl554 Welder 
: ; Ralph J. Broderick 1825 Rigger 
6/5 Robert K. Brown 6/23 Robert V. Sickler William D. Stamp iges, Woke: 
raae ! Miles C. Broderick 982 Pipefitter 
6/5 William J. Fike 6/25 Arthur Grafton, Jr. Delbert W. Specht 1556 Electrician Specialist 
6/6 George E. Lengel 6/26 Ralph H. Math Harry J. McNeill 803 Shipfitter’s Helper 
/ 6 6 / P mrt lhe Arthur Av Bishop ameeT Same Maehings! 
6/6 Armon A. Wasson 6/26 Charles T. McHale John F. Marnie 1704 Pipefitter 
Elvin R. English, Jr. 752 Laborer 
6/6 Grace M. Withnell 6/27 Robert B. Moore Edward B. Long 473 Electrician’s Helper 
: Robert J. Priest 492 Electrician’s Hel 
6/6 Marvin H. Belcher 6/28 Clark Babcock Toh Mi fee 1561 inter niin 
: Donald F. Fastabend 1562 Machinist Leadman 
6/8 Cecil J. Gray 6/28 Robert G. Louder Thomas Fo McCaneunel een eee 
6/8 Roy S. Dawson 6/28 William F. O'Meara Walter:C. Offill 1564 Laborer 
Thomas W. Borden 2197 Machinist Leadman 
6/9  Hjalmer F. Hjorten 6/29 Caron F. Holman tae E. Miller 351 Shipwright Apprentice 
_ ohn A. Tomberg 1565 Welder’s Hel 
6/9 William G. Roundy 6/29 Burch P. Anderson James Y. Sumida 1566 Pee Sati 
; f . Henry M. Krum 1610 Welder’s Helper 
6/9 Matthew V. Ruljancich 6/29 Arthur Goldie John R. Buff 1567 Laborer 
6/9 Pat Adams 6/29 James H. Pitkanen James E. Greer 1568 Welder’s Helper 
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